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Allied side ; but her support was of little use to them, for the
Germans and Bulgars swiftly overran the country and gained
possession of its valuable corn-fields and oil-wells.
The only Grand Fleet action of the war took place in May
1916. Admiral Sheer, having had the better of a conflict with
the British cruiser squadron off jutland, declined to be drawn
into a conflict with the battleships behind it, and made for his
home-ports. Admiral Jellicoe dared not risk the ships on which
the Empire and the Allied cause depended by pursuing him
over minefields, and the result was " a draw." The Germans
inflicted more damage than they suffered, but their High Seas
Fleet did not venture out of port again for the rest of the war.
Each of the belligerent nations became more and more
absorbed in war-activities. Even Great Britain had to adopt
compulsory military service in 1916, and to establish a special
Ministry of Munitions. Asquith admitted Conservatives to join
in a National Coalition Government in 1915, and a year later
was superseded as head of it by Lloyd George. As in earlier
wars, Britain became paymaster of her Allies, lending vast sums
to Russia and Italy—even borrowing from the United States
in order to do so.
§ 184. war-weariness.—The year 1917 saw critical develop-
ments* Both sides were becoming exhausted by the economic
strain, and it was a question which would first break under it.
Several attempts were made to bring about a peace by
negotiation, but neither side could agree to conditions upon
which the other insisted—particularly in the matter of Alsace-
Lorraine.
The German Government now decided on an intensified
blockade of the British coast by means of submarines. They
had long sunk Allied merchant vessels whenever they could, but
for their blockade to be really effective they must destroy all
vessels approaching British ports, even if they belonged to
neutrals* This would almost certainly bring the United States,
the chief neutral, into the war against them; but they

